Morristown Skatepark Committee Meeting Minutes
 

Date of Meeting: 9/29/09

 

Minutes recorded by Rita Angione

In attendance:  Isaac Graham, Josh Lemieux, Rita Angione

 

Agenda:  

1. Membership update 

2. Skatepark location discussion 

3. Design 

4. Budget/Fundraising 

5. Proposal 

6. Next Steps

 

1. Dave Polow, who was previously co-chair of this committee, resigned recently.  

 Helene Nilson has offered to be involved with the committee and has spent some time recently contacting community members about the skatepark.

 

Josh Lemieux attended the meeting.  He has been instrumental in the development and operation of the Johnson Skatepark and other skateparks in Vermont.  He is interested in working with our committee to establish a skatepark in Morrisville.  Richie Bowen, who has also been closely involved with the Johnson park, was not able to attend this meeting but is interested in helping in Morrisville.  

 

Rita agreed to record and distribute the current meeting minutes to update interested persons.

 

2. Several months ago the town allotted a parcel of land at the Oxbow for a skatepark.   It is on the right hand side as you enter the parking lot.  Isaac attended a recent selectboard meeting to offer a proposal for a design, but there were concerns about the size and components of the structure he proposed.  There was also discussion about not building permanent structures, but the committee is somewhat unclear as to what this means.  Rita will follow-up with the town to clarify this.  The committee continues to have some concerns about the Oxbow location because of flooding.

 Several other locations were discussed.  Most of these are privately owned and committee members are going to contact the property owners to discuss possibilities and report back at the next meeting.  The Oxbow is still a definite possibility.

 

3. A simple design was discussed that would include a 4’ tall ramp/half-pipe and a slab that could incorporate street skating structures such as rails, boxes, small ramps, stair sets, etc.  A design such as this would allow for expansion as funds allow.  Isaac and Josh will work on this design for the next meeting.  Josh is also going to contact “Sloppy Sam” from Breaking Ground to talk about the design and the best way to go about building this.

 

4.  The Skatepark account currently has about $3,900.  Once a design and location are finalized, additional fundraising can occur.  

 

5. As stated, Josh has been involved in the Johnson Skatepark.  He is also hoping to connect with people in Stowe who are trying to build a skatepark there.  Josh proposed that we attempt to start a Lamoille County Skatepark Coalition in order to share information, contacts and resources, while still building our own park.  Having a larger group of people would help to promote the value of skateboarding/skateparks.  Josh will follow-up on this idea and attempt to set up a meeting in the near future. 

Josh also inquired about the possibility of organizing a group of kids who skate that might meet after school to work on promoting skateboarding and the image of skaters by getting involved in community activities, as well as work on fundraising and planning for the skatepark. We should continue this discussion to figure out how to make it work.

 

 

Next meeting:  Tuesday, October 13 at 6:00 at Morristown Elementary School (provided it is available).  A confirmation email will be sent prior to the meeting. 

 

