
Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes
Tegu Building – 43 Portland Street

January 19, 2011
6:30 PM


Commission Members / Guests Present: Tim Lybarger, Tim Scandale, Chris Ransom, Judy Bickford, John Guillot, Nichole Gilbert 
Absent:  Amy Menard, Anne Renaud-Conway 
Minutes:

· Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Tim Lybarger, Vice Chair, at 6:37pm. 

· Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes (December 8, 2010)

Draft version of the Minutes were reviewed by the Commission and approved. Final version of Minutes will be posted to the Commission’s page at www.morristownvt.org .  
·      Report of Director and Committees
· Summer Recreation Program – TScandale
Amy Menard, the Summer Recreation Program lead, was not present.   Updates provided by Tim Scandale.  The January Recreation Program meeting was postponed until February.  The Council intends to hire the same coordinator as last year.  The Program budget is ready and Tim Scandale is waiting for next steps.  The Summer Program is also looking at grants for future funding options.

· Quality Control Committee – CRansom
Tim Scandale did contact Dan Lindley regarding the dog droppings in Oxbow Park.  To date he has not received a response.  Chris is concerned that lime disease and tapeworm may become a legitimate issue this summer with the current state of overgrowth near the river.  Chris will look into creating a town quality committee consisting of various community members who share his same concerns.

Chris would like to look into putting out information to families about the potential risks of lime disease, tape worm, and hook worm.  Nichole is going to contact the Vermont Department of Health to find out if documentation/handouts already exist on Limes Disease and tapeworm/hookworm.  Tim Scandale is going to bring these specific concerns to Dan Lindley and ask for direction from him.  TimS will also be looking into the ownership/leasers of the numerous portalets left around the schools during the summer time.  The Commission would like to see one or more of those portalets moved to the Oxbow.

· Fields Committee – 
TStames was absent from meeting. No report given. 
· Track, Field & Running Committee - TLybarger
Copley Trust, which initially funded the building of the High School track, held a meeting last week with the School Board to discuss the current disrepair and future plans of the track.  Copley Trust offered to take over the maintenance and therefore ownership of the track and the school board was unresponsive.   Tim Lybarger and John Guillot were also present at the meeting.  Tim informed the School Board that the Recreation Commission offers to  move forward with fundraising for the resurfacing and eventual rebuilding of the track. At this time, the School Board was not open to this offer.
TimL wrote a letter to the newspapers discussing the current track status and the lack of response gained from the School Board.  The Stowe Reporter has definitely picked up the letter.  The News and Citizen has yet to respond (by this meeting date.)  The Track committee has set up a regular meeting schedule for future discussion, fundraising, and planning.  They will meet on the first and third Thursday of every month, at 6:30pm at River Arts.

· Recreation Coordinator Update – TScandale 

Twice in the last month Tim S has arranged meeting with the Morristown Fire Department to have the skating rink flooded.  Twice the MFD personnel didn’t show up.  At this time Tim is unsure what steps to take.  Judy recommended contacting Wally Reeve, former MFD Fire Chief and currently serving on the Hyde Park Fire Department.  

·      Old Business
· Updated Commission By Laws - TLybarger
The Morristown Recreation Commission By Laws are finished and ready for submission to the Town.  Tim S will submit them to Dan Lindley, Town Administrator.   

· Morrisville Games - NGilbert
A Morrisville Games account has been set up with the Town Offices and $1000 has been donated to this fund.  The Morrisville Games Planning Committee, currently consisting of Nichole, TimL, TimS, and possibly Amy Black (with the community garden), and Selina Rooney (with the Fit and Healthy Council), has been meeting to work on the first event of the year.  The Committee drafted a new Project Charter and Nichole is developing an event logo as well as a proposal for TimL to take to Community Health Service of Lamoille Valley.  He will propose to CHSLV that they join as co-sponsor of the event.  The Morrisville Games Planning Committee meets the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at 3:30pm at River Arts.  The first event of the year is scheduled for Sunday, 2/13 at Morristown Elementary School from 10am – 2pm and will have a Homemade Soup and Bread theme.

. 

·      New Business
· Community Visit Program

Anne wanted to discuss the VCRD Community Visit Program but was not present at the meeting to do so.  Morrisville has been chosen to participate in this program.  Tim S will look into the program further so an informed discussion can happen at the next meeting.  

·        Next Scheduled Meeting

February 9,  2011 @ 6:30pm – Tegu Building, Community Meeting Room

· Meeting Adjournment  - Adjourned 8:05 pm[image: image1.png]
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