Recreation Commission Minutes 

November 18, 2009

Commission Members Present: Tim Scandale, Recreation Coordinator;  Joanie Newton, Carrie Riker and Chris Ransom
The meeting began with an overview of the agenda. 

1. Recreation Asset Inventory

Recreation assets for Morristown were identified. The master list was reviewed in order to see if anything needs to be added. The tennis courts at PA were mentioned. It was stated that Stu Maynard and his wife might be advocates for the tennis courts. A map of Morristown was reviewed in order to locate some of the assets.  Kenfield Brook was discussed. Chris Ransom described the brook and its swimming holes and sinkhole. It was noted that Kenfield Brook is located on Fish and Game land. Dan Avery may be a possible advocate for Kenfield Brook.

Tim Scandale will email Carrie Riker a copy of the charter for the Recreation Asset Inventory Project.

The Brookfield Ice Festival and Lake Morey Winter Festival were both discussed. 

It was noted that the Morristown Winter Games will take place on Saturday January 23 10:00-2:00 at MES. The idea of having the Boy Scouts involved with the games was mentioned. 

2. Skatepark

An update of the skate park was given. The skate park is still in a conceptual phase. There is a need to raise more funds. The Oxbow is a possible location for the skatepark. The Skatepark committee is working with the selectboard to finalize the plans. 

3. Activity Calendar

There is a need for a calendar of recreation events that take place in Morristown and the surrounding area. It was noted that the Lamoille Valley Fit and Healthy Council is currently working on an activity calendar.

The NING website was discussed. Once it becomes more popular, NING can be used as an activity calendar. 

4. Field Use

In the past, the Recreation Commission has discussed the possibility of charging a fee for the use of town fields. For example, the soccer program would pay a fee for the use and maintenance of the soccer fields.  It was noted that this is something that should be revisited in the future.

5. Morristown Water and Light

There was a discussion about the athletic fields that Water and Light own. It was noted that Water and Light has funds available through the Agency of Natural Resources. These funds are form the fine that Water and Light received for draining Lake Lamoille. 

6. Oxbow

It was noted that there are no benches at the Oxbow- there are a few picnic tables. Originally, the town planned to install benches, but they were stored in a barn at the gravel pit that collapsed and destroyed the benches.

7. Copley Parking Lot

The Copley Lot is being redone; the Parking lot is adjacent from the Post Office and across the street from River Arts. Once completed, the parking lot will have more green spaces. It was noted that there are no bushes in the plan. Tim Scandale will speak with Heidi Krantz about this project.

8. Adult Programs

The Recreation Commission plans to host some winter programs for adults. A dinner/dance event is tenativley planed for February. The idea of having the dinner/dance at Applecheek Farm and using JDC catering was discussed. 

The idea of having either a pick-up volleyball or basketball league was discussed.  Tim Scandale will start to work on the logistics for this.

It was noted that the third floor of the Graded Building might be available for art programs. 

9. Summer Program

The Recreation Council’s summer program was discussed, and the expense for bussing campers to Lake Elmore five days a week was analyzed. If the Lake Elmore portion of the program is reduced, it will free up some funds for additional programming.  The funds saved can possibly be used for some nature programs.

10. Halloween

The idea of a Halloween guided walk, mask making classes and nature skits were discussed. These ideas can be used to raise money. It was noted that the Monshire Museum has similar programming.

The next meeting is scheduled for December 8 at 6:30.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tim Scandale, Recreation Coordinator

