Recreation Commission Minutes 

February 10, 2010

Commission Members Present: Tim Scandale, Recreation Coordinator; Joanie Newton, Robyn Deroscher, Lisa Barrett, Chris Ransom, Kate Whitehead and Beth Lilliegreen
The meeting began with an overview of the agenda. Nothing was added to the agenda.

1. Volleyball Program

The 6-week adult volleyball program will start on Thursday March 25 and will end on April 1. Beth Lilligreen will be facilitating the program and was at the meeting to meet everyone.  All the logistics for the program were finalized.

It was mentioned that any funds raised from the program might possibly be used to purchase a volleyball net for outdoor use. 

Ideas for how to advertise and promote the program were discussed. Joanie will create flyers to post throughout town, Carrie Riker will have an article posted in the Stowe and Morristown newspapers, and Beth will advertise the program at JSC.  Tim Scandale will try to arrange a radio interview with Roland Lajoi to promote the program and will also promote it through the school system. Everyone present agreed to promote the program through “word of mouth”.

2. Walkability Study

Kate Whitehead of the Lamoille Valley Fit and Healthy Council joined the meeting to discuss the walkability study that she is conducting in Morristown. This is a town and pedestrian study that analyzes the walkability of Morristown. The first part of the study consisted of a survey on the convenience and safety of town. Phase 2 is about to start. It was noted that a wellness plan is being crafted for the town, and that it will include pedestrian wellness policies. This information will be put in the Recreation Commission Matrix Project.

It was noted that Chris Ransom is very familiar with the town and Oxbow, and can be a valuable asset for this study. 

3. Oxbow

Chris Ransom reviewed some of the challenges that the Oxbow faces. In particular, there is an invasive maple tree that is a problem. Since the land is in a flood plain, it is hard to reestablish trees. He also talked about the willow shoots that stick up from the ground and threat the safety of bikers. Dog waste and lime disease are also perceived problems. It was noted that many trees are dying. 

The question of who owns the Oxbow was raised. Everyone present agreed that we should create a vision for the Oxbow and partner with MACC to create this. Tim Scandale will contact Heidi Krantz about partnering with MACC.

It was also noted that there is no posted speed limit or speed bumps at the Oxbow. Also, there are drinking fountains in town

4. Roles and Responsibilities of the Recreation Commission

The roles and responsibilities of the commission and its members were discussed. Tim Lybarger stated that he would like to keep inventory of what we are working on, and help create project charters. He is possibly interested in being a facilitator and timekeeper for our meetings.

The question of how the commission should function was raised. It was mentioned that we should be the link between the citizens and Select Board, and then when a charter is presented to the Select Board, at least one person from the Recreation Commission should be present. 

It was noted that as Recreation Coordinator, Tim Scandale is the communication link and responsible for taking minutes. He is also responsible for talking to the Dan Lindley and the entire Select Board while working on project charters. 

Lisa Barrett stated that she is interested in helping with administrative duties such as making copies and talking with people. As chair of the Recreation Council, she is an advocate for the Summer Recreation Program.

There was a discussion about merging the Recreation Commission and Council under the same name. It was decided that this might be a possibility in the future. 

We will continue to discuss the roles and responsibilities duirng the next couple of meetings. 

5. Vermont Recreation and Park Association (VRPA)

Everyone agreed that we should join the VRPA. Tim Scandale will request funding from the town.

The next meeting is scheduled for March 10 at 6:30.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tim Scandale, Recreation Coordinator

