Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes 
Tegu Building – 43 Portland Street

February 9, 2011
6:30 PM


Commission Members Present:  Tim Scandale,  Tom Stames,  Judy Bickford, John Guillot, Anne Renaud-Conway 
Guests: None
Absent:  Tim Lybarger, Chris Ransom, Amy Menard
Minutes: 
· Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Tim Scandale at 6:34pm. Tim Scandale facilitated the meeting in Tim Lybarger’s absence. 

· Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes (January 19, 2011)

Draft version of the Minutes were reviewed by the Commission, corrected and approved. Final version of Minutes will be posted to the Commission’s page at www.morristownvt.org .  
·      Report of Director and Committees
· Summer Recreation Program – TScandale
The Summer Recreation Council held its monthly meeting on February 3rd, 2011. Meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of each month. The primary agenda topic at this meeting was the rehiring of the program director. Additionally, TScandale requested that the council submit ideas for activities that can be supported through the grants.
· Quality Control Committee – CRansom (absent)
In CRansom’s absence, the Commission briefly reviewed the previously noted concerns. The most critical concern remains the improper disposal of dog excrement and the health issues it presents.  The Commission agrees that the previously discussed suggestions should be pursued. These suggestions include:
· Prepare and present a health safety report to the Town Manager

· Publish an article to highlight the concern in the local papers

· Propose imposing a fine on dog walkers who do not properly dispose of dog excrement

· Fields Committee – TStames

TStames reported that the annual meeting of the Fields Committee will be held in early March.  
· Track, Field & Running Committee – JGuillot/JBickford
This report focused primarily on the School Track Enhancement project and the role of the new committee appointed by the School Board. Judy Bickford is a member of this committee. She reported that this committee’s primary mission goes beyond the school track. It includes all sports and activity facilities on the school campus and elsewhere. The Commission is concerned that the focus on these other properties may detract from the critical need to resurface and maintain the school track.

JGuillot reported that the Track Committee, which is independent of the School’s committee, met last Thursday, February 3rd. Most of those in attendance were from the original Track Committee from the summer of 2009. This Committee discussed strategy for alternative methods of raising money for resurfacing the school track that would be acceptable to the School Board. JGuillot also stated that this was a positive, energetic meeting with committed participants.

Following on this report, the Recreation Commission brought up reviving of the Cannonball Run for inclusion in the 4th of July activities. The group concluded that, in order to successfully move forward with this revival, a motivated organizer was essential.  
· Recreation Coordinator Update – TScandale 

      TScandale highlighted the following topics:

· The Winter Games will be held this Sunday, February 13th. This will be the first time that the Games will be held on a Sunday. 
· TScandale and others, who meet monthly, have completed a draft of a Town Wellness Plan and will be presenting it to the Planning Commission on February 15th. Upon approval, the Plan will be incorporated as part of the Town plan.
· Tim continues to work on the grants for the Summer Recreation Program.
·      Old Business
· Trail Kiosk – TScandale

TScandale is in discussion with Karston Weiss at PA in regard to his class working on the building of the kiosk. Currently, the class does not have members who are experienced with the necessary tools to work on such a project. Tim will still move forward and send a draft of the plans to Mr. Weiss.

· Skating Rink - TScandale

TScandale is working to coordinate the clearing of snow on the rink area and then having it flooded. Recent weather has made this somewhat difficult. It is estimated that it would take approximately three hours to clear the area with shovels. The hunt for a donated snow blower has been unsuccessful to date. JBickford graciously volunteered her husband and their snow blower to clear the area this weekend. TScandale will contact Leo’s Welding to discuss a donation or reduced cost of a snow blower
·      New Business
· Community Visit Program

TScandale reported that DLindley confirmed that Morrisville had been awarded participation in this program and all Town commissions were invited to participate. At this time, it is unknown who is coordinating this program and when the meetings will be conducted.
·        Next Scheduled Meeting

March 9, 2011 @ 6:30pm – Tegu Building, Community Meeting Room

· Meeting Adjournment  - Adjourned 8:01 pm[image: image1.png]
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