Recreation Commission Minutes 

April 14, 2010

Board Members Present:  Lisa Barrett, Chris Ransom, Tom Stames and Tim Lybarger

Others Present: Imelda Turner, Joanie Newton, Carrie Riker, John Guillot, Anne Renaud, and Tim Scandale, Recreation Coordinator.
The meeting began with an overview of the agenda.  

1. Vermont Recreation and Parks Association (VRPA) workshop 

Tim L. and Tim S. discussed the VRPA Board Member Workshop that they recently attended.  The Open Meeting Laws were briefly reviewed.

2. Recreation Commission Charter

A draft of the Recreation Commission Charter was reviewed on the projection screen.

3. Copley Community Track

PA Track and Field Coach John Gulliot briefed the commission on the track. It was noted that he is willing to be an advocate for the track. He shared some of the positive effects that track has had on children and coaches in our community. John stated that track helps people to become responsible and part of a team. An overview of the PA Track and Field program was given. 

It was noted that the track is not good shape. There are cracks and it is worn out.  Concepts2 donated $2,000 and the money was used to patch up some sections.

It was noted that $14,000 is needed to resurface the entire track. This will sustain the track for 4-5 years, and a brand new track will then need to be installed. The track was built in 1992 using funds from the Copley Trust Fund.  A pole vault facility is needed, and the high jump needs to be relocated. Lighting will be installed in the near future.

It was noted that the School Board did initially approve funding for some improvements. All of the funding was taken out of the budget.  According to the contract when the track was built, the school is required to maintain the track.

A discussion ensued on whether the contract is legally binding or not. 

It was noted that Lamoille Union pays up to $1,500 to use the track,

John will research the contract and agreement for track matainance.

The resurfacing will be with a synthetic material.

It was noted that the pole vault upgrade is currently $8,500 at a discounted rate. Since Lamoille Union originally bought the high jump equipment, they are responsible for its maintenance.

4. Skatepark

There was a discussion about some concerns with the proposed skatepark being located at the Oxbow. The Skatepark Committee does have a permit for the Oxbow. It was noted that the Recreation Commission fully supports the construction of a skatepark.

5. Cannonball Run

Tim L. has worked with another community member to restart the Cannonball Run. A draft project charter has been created. This event will take place before the 4th of July parade route. The Morristown Elementary School Girls on the Run program may be able to help out. 

The idea of recognizing the summer youth programs in our community at the event was mentioned. 

It was noted that Tim L. will distribute the project charter and will organize a planning session.

6. Recreation Council Summer Program

The Recreation council is completing the registration process for their summer program. It was noted that the program fee is not public yet. The Council is considering a weekly rate. Last year, the seven-week program cost $400 for one child.

This year there will be many positive changes for the summer program; including new activities and organizational policies. 

6. LINK

Imelda described this years LINK Summer Program for teens. The program will operate 7/17-7/29 on Tuesday’s, Wednesday’s, and Thursday’s. Thursday’s are dedicated to off site activities, such as canoeing.  The other two days are used as a youth drop in at the Teen Center. There is no limit on the amount of kids who attend and the services are free. There are recommended fees for off-site trips.

4-H and Unbound will be partnering with LINK for enrichment activities. 

It was noted that a planning session for teen programming with Tim L. has not occurred.

7. Other Business

· It was noted that the town doesn’t typically paint the crosswalks until summer and that the paint only lasts one season.

· It was noted that there is no posted speed limit or speed bumps at the Oxbow. 

· The idea of the Recreation Commission having a regular part of the Selectboard agenda was discussed.  This would help the Commission to make recommendations and state concerns.

· The Morrisville soccer Club plans to build a kickback at the Oxbow. It will be away from the parking lot at the upper deck area. 

· The idea of getting a map of the Oxbow from the Planning Commission was stated.

· It was noted that a pay for use system for recreation facilities is only a concept at this time.

The next meeting is scheduled for May 12, 6:15-7:45 at the Tegu Building.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Timothy Scandale

Morristown Recreation Coordinator

