Recreation Commission
Minutes August 19, 2009

Members Present: Tim Scandale, Chris Ransom, Joanie Newton, Tim Lybarger, and Lisa Barrett.

The minutes from July 15, 2009 were approved.

There was a discussion on the status of board members and their terms. It was requested that Tim contact Heidi Krantz to find out the configuration of board members.

Joanie and Lisa gave a update of the summer program. It just finished and everything went well. In spite of the weather, everyone persevered and made it a successful summer. Eventhough enrollment numbers were down, prices stayed the same.

Tim S. gave an update of what he has been working on as Recreation Coordinator. He mentioned that he is starting to plan the following activities;

· “Tiny Tots” (preschool) outdoor games program for the fall.
·  Morrisville Autumn games in affiliation with the Lamoille Valley Fit and Healthy Council.
· Teen Center activities with Imelda Turner and Melissa Latimear

· Geocaching with Dan Noyes.
· Morristown Skate Park with Isaac Graham.
· Researching grant and donation sources for increased funding.
Chris recommended an art program for “Tiny Tots”, and to involve Parent Connections with art programs. He also talked about some of his concerns with the Oxbow, and wants the town to create speed bumps and help maintain the health of existing trees. It was also mentioned that there are no benches, bathrooms, water fountains, and only two picnic tables.

Tim L. stated that the Fit and Healthy Council can support the Oxbow as an assess when they assess the walkability and built environment in town.
It was stated that the purpose of the Recreation Commission is to inventory recreation assets and present findings in a formal setting. 

There was a discussion on budget planning for the next fiscal year. The summer program has a budget meeting planned for October. Everyone agreed that we should request more funding for the Recreation Coordinator position. Tim L. suggested that we prioritize budget requests, and that he can organize the requests.
Tim L. gave an update on the Peoples Academy Track. He stated that the track was probably going to be resurfaced this fall, and that it would have to be rebuilt in five years. The possibility of the Recreation Commission holding funds for track maintenance was discussed.

Tim L. gave an overview of the Morrisville Games that the Fit and Healthy Council is creating. After giving an overview of the council, he talked about the games that will take place during each of the four seasons. It was stated that games will link with community partners to create physical activity and nutrition events for 0-12 year olds and their families. Although a date has not been picked for the first event, there are two possible dates in October. 
There was a discussion on liability concerns for the games and use of field space. Tim S. will contact Tom Stames to find out about the soccer schedule. It was recommended that we contact the Green Mountain Arena to see if they are interested in helping with the games.

All members of the Recreation Commission agreed that the Morrisville Games is a great idea that they want to pursue.

The next meeting is Wednesday September 16 at 6:00.

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tim Scandale

