Recreation Commission Minutes 

October 21, 2009

Commission Members Present: Tim Scandale, Recreation Coordinator; Joanie Newton, Robyn Deroscher, Lisa Barrett and Chris Ransom
The meeting began with an overview of the agenda. Nothing was added to the agenda.

1. Recreation Council

The chair and secretary of the Recreation Council have both resigned -it is necessary to fill both of these positions. Lisa Barrett stated that there is someone who is possibly interested in serving as chair. The idea of having Amy Noyes write a newspaper article about the summer program and advertising for the two vacant positions was discussed.

2. Morrisville Autumn Games

The Autumn Games that are planned to take place on November 24 were discussed. The Recreation Commission and the Lamoille Valley Fit and Healthy Council will be the two main sponsors of this event. Several local organizations will be volunteering their time to lead games and informational booths for children 1-12 years old and their families. Roland Lajoi interviewed Tim Scandale on the radio this morning to discuss the games.

3. Recreation Asset Project Portfolio

 The recreation asset inventory is off to a good start.  It was agreed that everyone present would independently create a list of assets before the next meeting. It was mentioned that many of the recreation assets in town are tailored to people who are already active. It was noted that most recreation programs are physical and that there is a lack of programming for pre-school aged children and senior citizens. The ideas of an adult coed volleyball league, card night, ceramics and a dinner/dance were discussed.  Everyone agreed that it is a good idea to charge a minimal fee for all programming. The money acquired can then be used to enhance recreation in Morristown. For example, the funds can be used to acquire picnic tables.

The Upward Bound program at PA was mentioned. It was noted that Tim Scandale would contact them to find out m ore about the program. In particular, we want to learn how they recruit participants. It was stated that the Recreation Commission could learn from the programming at Rive Arts. A member of the commission stated that River Arts should have more of an intergenerational focus. The Senior Center was also discussed. It was noted that transportation for seniors is often difficult, and that sidewalks are not always cleared of snow/ice during the winter. 

The idea of having a Halloween event was discussed. It was noted that there use to be events for Halloween, and that the commission would like to sponsor a Halloween activity next year.

It was noted that RSVP has an 8-person van, but there is no money for insurance. Dan Noyes is the contact person for RSVP.

4. Winter Events

The Recreation Commission would like to sponsor some adult events during the winter. The previously mentioned volleyball program and dinner/dance were discussed in more detail. It was noted that MES would be a good location for the volleyball program. Some ideas for dinner/dance themes were discussed.

The Recreation Council will work with the town to get the skating rink ready.

Tim Scandale will contact Green Mountain Arena to talk about programming possibilities, and will also contact Stowe Recreation.

The idea of starting a youth football program was discussed. 

5. Meeting Minutes

The minutes from 9/16/09 were approved.

The next meeting is scheduled for November 11 at 6:00.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tim Scandale, Recreation Coordinator

