Morristown Skatepark Committee 

Meeting Minutes   2/9/10

In attendance:  Isaac Graham, Betsy Rich, Justin Pittinaro, Rita Angione

Discussion:

Location of skatepark:  Follow up on possible locations for the skatepark, other than the Oxbow, have not worked out.  We have not heard back from the owner of LARC since Helene talked with him and Isaac has not been able to get in touch with him.  Isaac talked with Phil Grant from PA and there seem to be a lot of “roadblocks” to having it at the school.  The space at the Oxbow is available and is a good location as far as being accessible and central in the village, but there are still concerns about flooding. The committee is ready to get something built and the Oxbow seems like the most feasible at this time.  Isaac is concerned that a slab, asphalt or concrete, will be flooded and be damaged or ruined.  He suggested that we build only a halfpipe now and if there is flooding, some materials, if not the whole halfpipe, could be salvaged.  Rita advocated for a slab in addition to the halfpipe because many skaters have indicated they want street skating elements also.  If the slab was built correctly with good prep work, it may withstand flooding if it occurs.  We have money in the skatepark account beyond what is needed for the halfpipe which could go towards a slab.  It was suggested that we really should talk to an engineer and a person who does excavation to try to have “expert” opinions on what might work.  Rita recently contacted Tatro Bros. Concrete to find out info about the possibility of a concrete slab but had not heard back from them at the time of the meeting.  

It was agreed that we will continue to pursue building a slab and the halfpipe this spring - Memorial Day weekend was suggested as a target date.  In order for this to happen, the following steps were identified:

-contact Dan Lindley at the town to find a date to stake off the area designated for the skatepark so we can finalize the design AND pinpoint other additional requirements from the town in order to build this spring

-contact excavator (Rita will talk to Kenny Grimes as a possibility) and have the excavator meet with us when staking the site

-find out site prep requirements to reduce the risk of damage from flooding 

-find out the cost for an asphalt slab (Rita will also get info on a concrete slab from Tatro Bros.)

-present a final proposal to the selectboard after this information is gathered and agreed upon by the committee

Next meeting:  March 9, 6:30 at MES  

Additional Note from Rita (not discussed at meeting):  I attended the Morristown Recreation Commission meeting in January.  They encouraged the skatepark committee to write a charter to submit to the Rec Committee so that they can help move the project forward.  I have a copy of the template for the charter and will work on filling it out as soon as I’m able to get to it.

